PAGE  
236
ENVIRONMENT & REGENERATION COMMITTEE – 17 DECEMBER 2020
_______________________________________________________________________

	
	
	

	
	Environment & Regeneration Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	Thursday 17 December 2020 at 3.00pm
	

	
	
	

	
	Present: Councillors Ahlfeld, Brooks, Clocherty, Crowther, Curley, Jackson, McCabe, McCormick, J McEleny, McKenzie and Nelson.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair: Councillor McCormick presided.
	

	
	
	

	
	In attendance: Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources, Head of Legal & Property Services, Ms R McGhee and Ms D Sweeney (Legal & Property Services), Ms M McCabe (for Chief Financial Officer), Head of Regeneration and Planning, Head of Roads & Environmental Shared Services, Interim Head of Service – Covid Response and Mr P J Coulter (Corporate Communications).
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting was held by video conference.
	

	
	
	

	
	The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt with under the powers delegated to the Committee.
	

	
	
	

	561
	Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest
	561

	
	
	

	
	No apologies for absence were intimated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors Brooks and Curley declared an interest in Agenda Item 5 (Prospective Voluntary Acquisition of Premises in Greenock Town Centre).
	

	
	
	

	562
	Freeports Update and Draft Consultation Response
	562

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources (1) providing an update on discussions on Freeports between members of the Metropolitan City Region, ClydePort Operations Limited and the operators of Glasgow airport and (2) seeking approval of a draft response to the Scottish Government consultation, Survey on economic development zones, including Freeports, a copy of which was appended to the report.
	

	
	(Councillor Nelson joined the meeting during consideration of this item of business).
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) 
that it be noted there is still no agreed route on Freeports;
	 

	
	(2) 
that agreement be given to the merit of a collaborative response being made on behalf of the City Region to the Freeport discussion;
	

	
	(3) 

that the consultation response set out in appendix 1 be made by Inverclyde Council with the text to response 8 changed to the following:

“This initiative could have a positive impact on the items listed but this will be dependent on the detail of any scheme.  However, any model of Freeport should be developed to ensure that it does not cause a “race to the bottom” by, for example, ensuring that employment rights and protections are not reduced, that community wealth building is integral to it and that environmental protections are maintained”; and
	

	
	(4) 
that the authority which was granted to the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources to reaffirm to the Scottish and UK Governments the desire that the Clyde should be considered as a potential Freeport by the Policy and Resources Committee be noted.
	

	
	
	

	563
	COVID-19 Business Support Interventions - Update
	563

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources providing an update in respect of business support interventions to address the impacts of COVID-19 from the Scottish Government.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) 
that the package of interventions announced by the Cabinet Secretary - Finance on 9 December 2020 to support businesses affected by COVID-19 be noted;
	

	
	(2) 
that it be noted that colleagues in CoSLA and SLAED continue to develop guidance on the implementation of these interventions; and
	

	
	(3) 
that authority be delegated to the Head of Regeneration and Planning, in consultation with the Chief Financial Officer, once the guidance from CoSLA and SLAED is issued, to develop eligibility criteria for the discretionary spend using the principles set out in paragraph 4.6 of the report to ensure maximum support, and thereafter to disburse the funds.
	

	
	
	

	564
	(1) Residents Parking Zones, Greenock and (2) Off-Street Car Parking Enforcement
	564

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources on issues arising during the recommencement of enforcement of on-street parking controls.
	

	
	The Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources advised the Committee that, in view of changing circumstances, it was now recommended that (1) enforcement of restrictions in Residents Parking Zones and limited stay parking in off street car parks be deferred pending the Committee’s review of Pay and Display which is to be reported to the Committee for consideration at the meeting on the 14 January 2021; and (2) that in respect of enforcement of restrictions in Residents Parking Zones, the zone specific restrictions which apply to on street marked bays between 8.15am and 9.15am and 5.00pm and 6.15pm will not be enforced.
	

	
	Decided: 
	

	
	(1) enforcement of restrictions in Residents Parking Zones and limited stay parking in off street car parks be deferred pending the Committee’s review of Pay and Display which is to be reported to the Committee for consideration at the meeting on 14 January 2021; and
	

	
	(2) that in respect of enforcement of restrictions in Residents Parking Zones, the zone specific restrictions which apply to on street marked bays between 8.15am and 9.15am and 5.00pm and 6.15pm will not be enforced.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed in terms of Section 50(A)(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 as amended, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item on the grounds that the business involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 6 & 9 of Part 1 of Schedule 7(A) of the Act.
	

	
	
	

	565
	Prospective Voluntary Acquisition of Premises in Greenock Town Centre
	565

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Property Services requesting approval of the voluntary acquisition of premises in Greenock Town Centre.
	

	
	Councillors Brooks and Curley declared a non-financial interest in this item as Board Members of River Clyde Homes.  They also formed the view that the nature of their interest and of the item of business did not preclude their continued presence in the meeting or their participation in the decision-making process.
	

	
	Following consideration, the Committee agreed to the action recommended, all as detailed in the appendix.
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